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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

74,  TOWNGATE, 

LEILAND.  Lancs 


REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953» 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
of  the  Urban  District  of  Leyland. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Kelley  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting 

the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  Leyland  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1953* 

Births 

The  number  of  registered  live  births  assignable  to  the  area  during 
the  year  under  review  was  237  being  an  increase  of  7  over  the  previous 
year.  The  Birth  Rate  rose  slightly  from  15*6  in  1952  to  15*9  in  1953* 
The  corresponding  figures  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  YThole  are  15*3 
and  15* 5. 

Infant  Deaths. 

The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  1  year 
was  4  as  compared  with  6  the  previous  year.  The  causes  of  such 
deaths  are  given  in  the  body  of  the  report.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  is  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

Maternal  Deaths. 

There  were  no  deaths  arising  from  diseases  or  accidents  of 
pregnancy  or  childbirth. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


It  is  pleasing  to  report  there  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
in  1953  as  compared  with  five  in  1952. 
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Total  Deaths. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  assignable  to  the  district  for  the  year 
1953  from  all  causes  amounts  to  164  as  compared  with  159  in  1952. 

The  crude  death  rate  has  risen  from  10*8  to  11.0  per  1,000  population. 
The  corresponding  figures  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  are 

11.3  and  11.4. 

The  Registrar  General  revised  the  rules  governing  the  transfer 
of  deaths  for  statistical  purposes  and  the  year  1953  was  the  first 
year  in  which  these  revised  rules  were  operated.  Generally  speaking, 
vital  statistics  are  most  useful  when  they  are  based  on  usual 
residence  and  for  the  first  time  certain  types  of  institutions  we  re 
regarded  by  him  as  the  usual  place  of  residence  of  their  inmates. 

These  included  accommodation  provided  under  Parts  3  and  4  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  children* s  homes,  mental  hospitals,  prisons, 
boarding  schools  etc,  and  any  deaths  occurring  in  this  type  of 
institution  were  regarded  as  having  occurred  in  the  area  in  which  the 
institution  was  situated  and  not  transferred  back  to  the  place  where 
the  inmate  previously  lived. 

So  far  as  this  district  is  concerned  there  are  at  present  none 
of  the  institutions  referred  to  above  and  therefore  the  number  of 
deaths  will  not  be  increased  by  this  new  procedure.  It  may  well  be, 
however,  that  deaths  in  such  institutions  of  persons  who  had  lived 
in  Leyland  and  which  were  previously  transferred  back  to  this  area 
may  have  reduced  the  crude  death  rate  figure  as  compared  with  previous 
years. 

Deaths  occurring  in  general  hospitals,  convalescent  homes, 
maternity  hospitals  etc,  are,  however,  still  transferred  back  to 
their  usual  place  of  residence. 

Infectious  Diseases. 


During  the  year  1953  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
was  221  as  compared  with  401  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  decreased  from  86  to  25* 


In  conclusion  I  should  like  once  again  to  express  my  gratitude 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  the  kind 
consideration  shown  to  me  at  all  times.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to 
the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  willing  co-operation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 


August,  1954. 


Your  obedient  Servant 
J.  WALKER. 


Physical  Features  of  the  Area. 

The  physical  and  geological  features  of  the  area,  "which  have 
been  described  in  previous  reports,  remain  substantially  the  same. 

Statistics  of  the  Area* 


Area,  in  Acres  3*801 
Population  (Census  1931)  10*575 
Population  (preliminary  Census  1951)  14,722 
Registrar-General1  s  estimate  of 

Home  Population  (Mid  1953)  +  14*920 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931)  2,990 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Ra.  tebook  1953)  4,925 
Rateable  Value  1952/53  £94*701 
Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1952/53  £365 


4-  This  is  the  Registrar-General1  s  estimate  of  the 

population  of  the  District  as  at  the  30th  June,  1953* 
and  does  not  include  any  Overspill,  as  the  first 
houses  on  the  Wa&e  Hall  Estate  were  not  occupied 
until  July,  1953* 


Social  Conditions  and  Amenities  of  the  District. 


There  have  been  no  substantial  changes  in  the  amenities  of  the 
district  during  the  year  but  the  advent  of  extra  population  caused 
by  the  receipt  of  Overspill  from  the  County  Boroughs  of  Preston  and 
Wigan,  although  having  no  marked  effect  during  1953*  will  undoubtedly 
increase  the  demand  for  suitable  amenities.  For  the  present, 
however,  building  resources  have  been  confined  to  the  erection  of 
houses  and  schools. 
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Vital  Statistics. 


Births 


Live  Births  - 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  •••  ... 

134 

121 

235 

Illegitimate  . . 

2 

mm 

2 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

116 

121 

237 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  ... 

15.9 

Still  Births  - 

Legitimate  ...  •<>■»  ... 

8 

2 

10 

Illegitimate  ...  «•«  •*♦ 

•» 

— 

Total  • . •  ...  ... 

8 

2 

10 

Rate 'per  1,000  total  live  and  still  Births  ...  4-0. 

Table  of  Vital  Statistics 
Live  Births,  Deaths  aid  Stillbirths 


Live  Births 

- - - — ...  ...  ■■  — — •  1 

Deaths 
(all  causes) 

— - - - - 

■1 

Stillbirths  j 

No.  Rale 

No* 

Rate 

- 

No. 

Rate 

Regis-  Per 

Regis- 

Per 

Regis- 

Per 

tered  1,000 

tered 

1,000 

tered. 

• 

1,000 

Pop '  n. 

Popfn 

Total 

| 

.  - .... 

-  -  --  - 

Births. 

Year  1953 

n  1  1  j  '  ' 

! 

237  '  15.9 

164 

hi.  1  ir  r  1  r 

n.o 

1  T  "  1  T  1  1 

10 

i 

40 

"  1952 

230  1  15.6 

159 

10.8 

7 

30 

. 

"  1951 

227  ;  15.5 

177 

12.1 

7 

O 

”  1950 

r  .  .  ; 

1 

239  1  16. 2 

194 

13*  2 

8 

32 

"  1949 

i 

224  ’  15.4 

159 

10.9 

X 

J . 

13  ....  . 

;  1 

"  1948 

257  !  17.7 

133 

9.1 

8 

1 

30 

1  \ 

Average  5yrs 

1 

"1 

i 

l 

1948  -  1952 

i 

235  16. 1 

164 

11.2 

6 

27  i 

~  9  ~ 

The  birth  and  death  rates  shown  in  the  previous  end 
subsequent  tables  are  known  as  5  5  crude 5  5  rates,*  The  Registrar 
General  issues  a  comparability  factor  based  on  age  and 
distribution  of  population  which,  when  multiplied  by  the  55  crude 55 
rate  enables  a  true  comparison  to  be  made  between  the  vital 
statistics  of  one  area  and  another*  The  adjusted  rates  for  this 
area  are  therefore  as  follows,  all  cawing  for  a  birth  compar  ability 
factor  of  0.97  and  1*14-  for  deaths* 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  15*4  per  l,000/Pop*n. 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  12«5  "  M  ” 


Table  of  Vital  Statistics. 
Maternal  and  Inf  ant  Mortality . 


| 

Maternal 

> 

Mortality 

.  .. 

Infant  Mortality 

Total 

Under  1  year 

Neo-Natal 

Under  4  weeks. 

No.  of 
deaths 
Regis¬ 
tered. 

Rate 

Per 

1,000 

Total 

Births 

No.  of 
deaths 
Regis¬ 
tered* 

Rate 

Per 

1,000 

Live 

Births 

No.  of 
deaths 
Regis¬ 
tered. 

Rate 

Per 

1,000 

Live 

Births 

Tear  1953 

Nil 

ffil 

4 

17 

4 

17 

55  1952 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

26 

5 

22 

”  1951 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

22 

2 

9 

"  1950 

1 

4.05 

.  . 

2 

8 

; . 

2 

8 

*’  1949 

Nil 

Nil 

L 

9 

, 

40 

+ 

"  1948 

Nil 

Nil 

9 

.  .  ...  ........ 

35 

- 

+ 

Average  5y? s 
1948  -  1952 

0.8 

, 

t 

26 

1 

+ 

! 

+  The  neo-natal  figures  are  available  only  from  1950# 
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Comparative  Table  of  Vital  Statistics  for 
Leyland,  Lancashire  and  England  arid  Yfales. 


Per  1,000.  of 
Population 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Infant 

Mortality 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Per  1,000 

Total  live  & 
Still  births 

Per 

1,000 

Live  births. 

Leyland 

Average  5  yes 

1948  -  1952  . . . 

16*  1 

11*2 

0.8o 

26 

1953  ... 

15.9 

11.0 

Nil 

17 

Lancashire  1953 

14.8 

12.2 

1.26 

29 

England  & 

Wales  1953 

15.5 

- 

[ 

11.4 

0.76 

26*  8 

Analysis  of  Causes  of  Death, 


Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Diseases 
Syphilitic  Disease 

Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Heart  Diseases 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 
pneumonia 


M*  F.  Total 


112 
19  14  33 

1  1 

-11 

9  11  20 

30  35  65 

13  4 

l-l 


c/f 


6l  66  127 


11  - 


M. 

E. 

Total 

b/f 

6l 

66 

127 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

7 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

- 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea. 

- 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Rephrosis 

1 

•M* 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

10 

19 

Accidental  causes  (not  motor  accidents) 

- 

1 

1 

Suicide 

- 

3 

3 

79 

85 

164 

Diseases  of  the  heart  were  again  the  dominant  cause  of  death  in 
"both  males  and  females* 

Deaths  from  malignant  diseases  were  sixteen  more  than  the 
previous  year. 

Bronchitis  and  pneumonia  caused  respectively  7  and  1  dearths* 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  produced  20  deaths.  These 
deaths  include  all  forms  of  ” strokes”. 

There  Y/as  one  death  resulting  from  an  accident  and  three  from 
suicide. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

There  were  four  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  as  compared  with 
six  in  the  previous  year.  This  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of 
17  per  1,000  live  Births  an  compared  Y/ith  26  the  previous  year.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a.  whole  is  26.8. 

The  causes  of  dee,th  of  the  four  infants  are  given  "below# 


Sex 

Age 

Cause  of  Death 

Male 

* 

15  Minutes 

Prematurity. 

Female 

10  Minute 0 

Asphyxia.  Inhalation  of  mucus* 

Male 

1  Week 

Prematurity. 

Male 

1  Yfeek 

Broncho-Pneumonia..  Prematurity. 
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Tuberculosis* 


The  table  below  gives  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  new 
cases  and  deaths. 


Age 

Periods 

Years 

0 

New  Cases 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 
M  F 

Nan- 

Respiratory 

M.  P 

< 

Respiratory 
M  P 

Non- 

Re  spiral  ory 

M  P 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5^ 

♦ 

10 

n 

15 

3 

20 

25 .  . 

1 

1 

35 

1 

45 

55 

1 

65 

1 

: 

■ 

75  up- 
wards 

. 

-  —  - . 

- -  - - 

- - 

Totals 

— - 

4 

_ 

1 

4 

i 

; 

- 

- 

There  were,  no  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  1953  eud 
none  from  non-re spir at ory  causes*  The  death  rates  per  1,000  of 
population  from  this  disease  therefore  are  nil*  The  comparative 
figures  for  England  and  Wales  are  0*18  and  0*02* 
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There  were  9  primary  notifications  (4  respiratory  and  5 
ncn~r e spir at ory )  during  the  year  1953* 

There  was  a  total  of  16  persons  removed  from  the  Register 
during  the  year  for  the  following  reasons* 

Recovered  10 

Left  district  2 

Lied  (from  other  causes)  4 

I! 

The  number  of  people  .m  the  Register  at.  the  end  of  the  year 
under  review  is  shown  he  low* 


Respiratory 

Nan-Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

40 

14 

1C 

16 

Totals  54 

26 

Comparative  TaMe  of  Tuberculosis  Death  Rates 
for  Leyland,  Lancashire  and  England  and  Wales* 


Per  1,000  of  Estimated  Population* 

Death  Rate 
from  Resp¬ 
iratory 
Tuberculosis 

Death  Rate 
from  Non- 
Re  spir  at  oxy 
Tuberculosis 

Death  Rate 
from  all 
forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

Leyland 

Average  5  yrs 
1948  -  1952  ... 

1952  ... 

1953  ... 

0.  22 

0. 06 

0. 28 

0.27 

o*  C7 

0.34 

Nil 

. 

Nil 

Nil 

Lancashire  1953 

0.18 

0.02 

0.20 

England  and 

Wales  1 953 

0.18 

0,02 

0.20 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Services 


The  Laboratories  of  Wigan  Royal  Infirmary  and  Breston  Royal 
Infirmary  -were  used  to  examine  specimens  for  the  diagnosis  of  cases 
of  infectious  diseases ,  and  for  pathological  specimens  for  ordinary 
diseases. 

The  Laboratory  of  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  was  used  for  the 
hajcteriological  examination  of  milks,  for  tests  for  Tubercle 
Bacillus  in  milks,  and  for  tests  for  ice  cream. 


Hospital  Accommodation, 


Infectious  Diseases  are  normally  admitted  to  the  Joint  Hospital  at 
Heath  Charnock  and  to  Deepdale  Isolation  Hospital.  The  number  of 
infectious  disease  cases  admitted  to  hospitals  in  1953  was  19* 

General  Disease.  Five  hospitals  were  available  for  patients  in 
this  district 


(5)  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  Mount  Street,  Breston. 

(For  private  patients) 

Venereal  Diseases.  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Breston  Royal  Infirmary* 
Advice  and  treatment  are  free  and  confidential. 


Services  Provided  by  the  Gounty  Council. 


The  following  services  are  administered  on  behalf  of  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  by  No,  A.  Health  Division.  Medical  Officer: 
Dr.  J,  Walker,  44*  Victoria  Road,  Fulwood.  Tel.  Breston  ~J2G% 

Ambulance  Facilities.  ■  '• 

There  are  two  ambulances  and  one  sitting  case,  car  stationed 
at  the  Ambulance  Station,  Leyland.  The  work  done  by  this  station 
covers  the  area  of  the  Urban  District  and  surrounding  districts. 
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Home  Nursing  Service » 

There  are  two  female  district  nurses  in  the  area*  Their 
duties  include  care  of  patients  in  their  own  hones  and  arrangements 
for  the  loan  of  nursing  equipment  in  suitable  cases. 

Midwifery  Service. 

There  is  one  domiciliary  midwife  in  Leyland  who  attends 
expectant  mothers  confined  at  home.  The  area  of  this  nurse 
extends  beyond  the  boundary  of  the  Urban  District. 

Hone  Help  Service 

Home  Helps  are  employed  in  Leyland  and  help  a  variety  of  cases 
including  confinements,  sickness,  old  age  and  infirmity,  and 
tuberculosis  cases.  Night  helps  are  also  employed  where  needed. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 


There  is  a  weekly  session  held  each  Thursday  at  the  School 
Clinic,  5/7,  Somerset  Road,  Leyland,  when  a  specialist  employed 
by  the  Brest  on  and  Chorley  Hospital  Management  Committee  attends. 

Child  Welfare  Centres. 


There  is  a  weekly  child  welfare  session  held  at  the 
Congregational  Sunday  School,  Quin  Street,  Leyland,  every  Wednesday 
after  no  olio  A  doctor  and  health  visitor  attend  and  give  advice  on 
infant  care  and  management Q  Baby  foods  are  sold  at  the  Centre. 

School  Medical  Service. 

Medical  and  hygiene  inspections  are  carried  out  at  the 
schools  and  clinic  sessions  are  held  at  5/7,  Somerset  Road,  for 
a  -variety  of  treatments  including  minor  ailments,  dental  care, 
orthopaedic  and  ophthalmic  conditions.  The  County  Council  make 
special  provision  for  residential  schooling  for  various  categories 
of  handicapped  children  such  as  the  blind,  partially  sighted,  deaf 
and  dumb,  epileptics,  delicate  and  backward. 

Convalescent  Care. 

In  suitable  cases  arrangements  are  made  for  the  admission 
of  patients  to  convalescent  hornet. 

Welfare  Services. 

Residential  homes  are  provided  to  accommodate  elderly  and 
infirm  persons  who  have  no  longer  anyone  to  care  for  them. 
Handicapped  persons  are  also  assisted. 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948 » 

It  has  not  "been  necessary  to  recommend  the  removal,  to 
suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  as 
envisaged  by  Section  47  of  the  above  Act. 


INSYALENOE  AND  CONTROL  ON  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE, 


The  table  below  gives  an  analysis  of  notified  cases. 


! 

■ 

I 

Scar. 

Never. 

Meas¬ 

les 

Whoop* 

Cough;, 

Ervsip- 

GitiSo 

1  Pood 
Poison¬ 
ing* 

Puer¬ 

peral 

lyrexia 

| 

Polir 

myel¬ 

itis 

Totals 

Under  1 

»-• 

1 

5 

.  g 

_ 

6 

1-2 

1 

6 

22 

t  | 

f 

1 

30 

3-4 

8 

7 

45 

1 

0m* 

61 

5-9 

11 

7 

2u2 

1 

5 

mm* 

66 

10  -  14 

5. ..  

1 

2 

f  - 

8 

15  -  24 

„  „ 

3 

1 

4 
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POOD  POISONING* 


The  large  number  of  such  cases  is  an  undoubted  feature  of 
the  infectious  disease  figures  and  was  the  cause  of  equal  concern 
to  many  other  authorities  in  the  North  West*  In  all  cases  usher e 
the  food  causing  the  outbreaks  was  traced  it  was  found  to  have 
been  prepared  outside  the  district*  The  control  of  the  outbreaks 
put  a  great  strain  on  the  resources  of  the  department  but  it  is 
gratifying  to  report  there  were  no  ” secondary”  cases  resulting 
from  the  primary  infections*  An  outline  of  the  various  outbreaks 
is  given  below* 

June  Outbreak  -  Meat  Pies* 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  June,  1953*  three  cases  of  Pood 
Poisoning  were  notified  to  the  department*  Investigations  were 
started  immediately  and  it  was  found  that  the  cases  all  worked 
at  the  same  factory  in  Leyland  and  had  consumed  meat  pies  on 
Thursday  the  11th  June*  Enquiries  at  the  works  elicited  the 
information  that  a  considerable  number  of  workpeople  had  been  sent 
home  the  previous  Friday  suffering  from  sickness  and  diarrhoea. 

All  the  meat  pies  had  been  sold  on  the  day  they  were  delivered  to 
the  works.  Enquiries  revealed  that  the  production  of  meat  pies 
from  the  bakery  had  ceased  the  previous  Saturday.  Reports  were  by 
this  time  coming  in  that  other  districts  of  the  Lancashire 
Administrative  County  and  the  County  Boroughs  of  Blackpool,  Preston 
and  Blackburn  were  also  receiving  notifications  of  similar  cases. 
There  was  no  consumption  of  meat  pies  within  the  district  after 
the  13th  June,  i. e,  two  days  before  the  first  notification  of  any 
illness  ywls  received  by  the  department.  The  total  number  of  cases 
ascertained  as  a  result  of  the  consumption  of  meat  pies  from  all 
sources  within  the  district  Y/as  29*  It  is  understood  that  a  total 
of  over  1,100  cases  occurred  in  all  the  districts  affected. 

The  interval  between  the  consumption  of  the  pies  and  the 
initial  onset  of  the  symptoms  varied  between  6  and  48  hours*  There 
were  no  fatal  cases  in  the  district,  but  one  case  required 
admission  to  hospital. 

The  symptoms  were  diarrhoea  with  vomiting  in  most  cases, 
accompanied  by  abdominal  pains.  Faecal  samples  were  obtained  from. 
29  cases  and  from  them  all  an  organism  known  as  Salmonella 
Morbificans  Bovis  was:  isolated.  Before  all  cases  were  cleared 
a  total  number  of  105  specimens  Y/ere  collected  by  the  public 
Health  staff  and  delivered  to  the  Group  Laboratory  in  Preston  for 
examination. 
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The  meat  pies  had  "been  manufactured  at  Lythom  St*  Annes 
and  the  investigations  into  the  source  and  origin  of  the  infection 
was  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  of  that  Borough*  A 
constant  interchange  of  information  took  place  between  all  districts 
in  which  there  hoed  been  cases  and  various  lines  of  enquiry  were 
f  ollowed* 

Whilst  definite  proof  of  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  obtained  it  would  seem  most  likely  that 
infected  meat  vwis  the  cause. 


Day  Trip  -  Old  Age  Pensioners* 

On  the  25th  June;,  1953 ,  286  members  of  the  Old  Age  Pensions 
Association  went  on  a  trip  to  the  Lake  District.  On  the  return 
Journey  one  or  two  of  the  members  developed  diarrhoea  and  more 
cases  developed  soon  alter  their  return  home  later  in  the  evening. 
The  number  of  cases  notified  was  9  and  there  were  21  cases  otherwise 
ascertained  as  a  result  of  enquiries.  Many  of  these  cases  had 
not  been  sufficiently  affected  to  call  in  their  doctor.  The 
severity  of  the  illness  varied  considerably.  The  average  interval 
between  ingestion  of  the  suspected  meal  and  the  onset  of  symptoms 
was  10  hours  and  the  main  symptoms  were  severe  abdominal  pains 
accompanied  by  diarrhoea  and  nausea  in  some  cases.  This  was  not 
accompanied  by  headache  or  vomiting. 

i'll  the  affected  cases  had  dined  at  one  establishment  which 
had  provided  meals  for  96.  The  other  190,  out  of  Y/hich  there  were 
no  cases,  having  had  a.,  meal  elsewhere. 

Investigations  carried  out  by  the  district  authority  in 
Westmorland  showed  no  cause  for  the  outbreak  and  there  wer.e  no 
samples  of  food  remaining  when  the  illnesses  were  notified.  A  total 
of  22  faecal  specimens  were  obtained  but  all  were  negative  except 
one.  This  showed  a  profuse  growth  of  Staphylococcus  aureus,  but 
as  it  was  obtained  eight  days  after  the  onset  of  symptoms  was 
probably  not  connected  with  the  outbreak.  The  Group  Pathologist 
was  also  of  this  opinion.  The  spec  hue  ns  were  examined  for 
organisms  of  the  Salmonella  and  Dysentery  Groups,  Staphyloccocal 
and  Heat  Resistant  Cl,  Welchii.  There  were  no  fatal  cases  and  the 
average  duration  of  illness  was  18  hours. 


Second  Meat  Pie  Outbreak. 


On  Tuesday  the  22nd  September  information  was  received  from 
the  Preston  C.B.  Health  Department  that  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning 
were  occurring  in  their  district  and  that  it  w/as  suspected  that 
meat  pies  were  the  cause  of  the  infection.  These  pies  had  a  fairly 
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vd.de  distribution  and  the  names  of  shops  in  Leyland  likely  to  have 
received  supplies  had  been  obtained.  These  shops  were  visited 
immediately  and  a  total  of  twelve  pies  were  collected  by  the  Public 
Health  Department  staff  and  delivered  to  the  Laboratory  for  examination. 
It  was  ascertained  that  a  total  of  5  causes  of  Pood  Poisoning  caused 
by  the  consumption  of  these  pies  had  occurred  in  Leyland*  The 
symptoms  were  headache  and  abdominal  pains  followed  by  diarrhoea. 

The  duration  of  the  illness  was  from  3  -  5  days  and  was  fairly  severe. 
The  average  interval  between  ingestion  of  the  pies  and  the  onset  of 
symptoms  was  16  ~  19  hours  but  in  one  ca.se  as  low  as  hours. 
Laboratory  examinations  disclosed  that  3  of  the  5  cases  were  positive 
to  Salmonella  typhi  murium.  This  organism  was  also  recovered  from 
suspected  meat  pies.  Investigations  also  disclosed  that  3  food 
handlers  had  consumed  some  of  the  suspected  meat  pies  and  examinations 
revealed  that  two  of  them  were  carrying  the  germ,  although  they  had 
suffered  no  symptoms  of  any  kind.  These  were  excluded  from  all 
contact  with  food  until  certified  to  be  clear.  Enquiries  into  the 
origin  and  preparation  of  food  causing  the  illness  were  carried  out 
by  the  Preston  C.B.  as  the  infection  had  obviously  occurred  at  the 
bakehouse  within  that  Borough.  The  total  number  of  cases  in  all 
districts  is  not  known  but  it  is  certain  that  they  were  spread  very 
thinly  and  the  severity  was  much  less  than  that  of  the  first  meat 
pie  outbreak  in  June. 


Isolated  Oases. 


Other  isolated  suspected  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning  were,  in 
addition,  also  notified  to  the  Department.  These  totalled  11  and 
in  each  case  detailed  enquiri.es  were  instituted  into  ail  types 
of  food  likely  to  have  been  the  cause  and  specimens  were  also  examined 
at  the  Group  Laborelor y.  The  figure  of  11  compares  with  Nil. 
notified  the  previous  year  but  perhaps  this  may  be  due  to  a  certain 
extent  to  a  greater  awareness  generally  of  Pood  Poisoning  as,  a  result 
of  the  outbreaks  already  mentioned.  In  none  of  these  isolated  cases 
was,  it  possible  to  prove  the  source  of  infection  and  many  specimens 
taken  from  the  patients  proved  to  be  negative. 

It  is,  however,  important  that  prompt  notification  should  be 
made  to  the  Public  Health  Department  of  all  suspected  cases  of 
Pood  Poisoning  as  this  would  considerably  assist  the  control 
measures  which  could  be  put  into  effect  at  the  beginning  of  any 
possible  outbreak. 


The  public  Health  (infectious  Disease)  Regulations,  1953* 

The  above  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  April,  1953 
and  considerably  strengthen  the  control  measures  concerning  the 
following  diseases  typhoid  fever,  paratyphoid  fever  or  other 
salmonella  infection,  or  dysentery,  or  staphylococcal  infection  likely 
to  cause  food  poisoning. 
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The  Regulations  provide  for  action  to  be  taken  not  only  as 
regards  a  person  suffering  from  the  diseases  but  also  a' person 
shown  to  be  a  carrier  of  the  disease;  and  a  person  in  either  class 
may  now  be  prevented  not  only  from  continuing  to  work  in  an 
occupation  connected  with  food  or  drink,  but  also  from  entering 
such  an  occupation*  Under  the  old  Regulations  the  prescribed  steps 
concerned  could  not  be  taken  until  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
had  reported  the  case  concerned  to  the  local  authority*  In  the  new 
Regulations,  while  the  same  general  principle  is  maintained  (because 
action  may  involve  the  local  authority  in  paying  compensation  under 
Section  278  (1)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936),  there  is  provision 
to  enable  a  local  authority  to  give  its  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
such  authorisation  as  ■'will  permit  him  to  tahe  the  prescribed  action 
in  a  particular  case  without  waiting  to  report  it  -  though  he  is 
required  to  report  it  at  the  earliest  opportunity  -  if  in  his 
judgment  this  action  needs  to  be  tahen  as  a  matter  of  immediate 
urgency  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection*  This  authority  to 
act  has  been  given  by  the  Council. 
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POOD 


Milk. 

As  in  previous  recent  years  careful  attention  was  paid  to 
the  quality  and  safety  cf  the  milk  retailed  within  the  district. 

There  were  no  new  dairies  established  during  the  year  hut  a  greater 
proportion  of  milk  was  of  designated  quality  i.  e,  Tuberculin  Tested 
cr  Pasteurised. 

The  number  of  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  examined  was  20. 

All  of  them  satisfied  the  phosphatase  test  which  indicated  they 
had  been  satisf actorily  heat  treated  in  the  pasteurising  plants 
and  therefore  free  from  any  infection  and  also  satisfied  the 
methylene  blue  test  which  is  an  indication  of  a  satisfactory  state 
of  cleanliness. 

Tests  were  made  on  the  ’’Sterilised”  milk  which  is  now  being 
sold  from  milk  delivery  vehicles  in  addition  to  that  sold  from 
shops.  It  is  all  heal  treated  and  bottled  in  dairies  outside  the 
district  and  5  separate  samples  satisfied  the  turbidity  test  which 
indicates  that  the  milk  had  been  satisfactorily  sterilised. 

The  results  of  the  samples  of  raw  milk,  which  includes 
tuberculin  tested  and  accredited  were  very  satisfactory.  Of  16 
samples  examined  15  were  satisfactory  in  all  respects  and  in  only 
one  cane  won  it  necessary  to  report  the  results  to  the  County  Milk 
Production  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for 
his  attention. 

Sixteen  biological  examinations  were  made  for  the  presence 
of  live  tuberculosis  in  the  raw  milks  but  it  is  pleasing  to  report 
that  in  all  canes  tuberculosis  wan  not  found. 

There  was  one  herd  in  the  district  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  still  subject  to  a  notice  served  under  Article  20  of  the 
Milk  Sz  Dairies  Regulations  1949*  declaring  that  there  were 
reasonable  gounds  for  assuming  that  the  milk  contained  tuberculosis, 
as  a  clearance  certificate  from  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer 
had  not  been  received.  Details  of  this  case  were  given  in  the 
report  for  1952,  when  it  was  reported  that  one  cow  had  already  been 
slaughtered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938* 

The  herd  was  finally  cleared  on  the  12th  January,  1953*  although 
the  affected  cow  had  been  slaughtered  before  the  13th  November,  1952. 
The  time  lag  is  accounted  for  by  the  protracted  time  taken  to  obtain 
the  result  of  a  biological  test.  It  is  interesting  to  record  that 
after  the  clearance  of  the  herd  the  farmer  concerned  did  not  revert 
back  to  his  previous  practice  of  selling  his  loose  milk  from  a  kit 
but  continued  with  the  bottled  pasteurised  milk  he  had.  been 
compelled  to  use  whilst  the  notice  was  in  force.  His  raw  milk 
therefore  has  not  been  on  sale  to  the  public  since  November,  1952. 
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The  County  Sampling  Officer  for  the  district,  Mr*  A§  Kewley, 
assisted  by  the  Council !s  Sanitary  Inspectors,  took  43  formal 
samples  of  milk  in  the  District  to  be  examined  for  adulteration 
and  fat  deficiency.  Of  these  42  •were  genuine.  The  result  of  the 
other  sample  and  action  taken  is  shown  below. 


Sample 


Result  cf  Analysis 


Action  Taken 


1  formal  milk  Deficient  of  3*3  Vendor  notified, 

per  cent  fat  and  low 
in  solids~not~fat. 


Meat  and  ether  Poods. 


Inspections  were  made  regularly  of  all  premises  where  food 
was  prepared,  sold  and  stored. 


Approximately  8  Cwts  of  meat  and  other  foods  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  an  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  In  addition  12  pigs  belonging  to  private  owners  were 
examined  at  their  request  and  we  re  found  to  be  fit  in  all  respects 
for  human  consumption. 

The  County  Sampling  Officer  also  took  the  following  53  samples 
of  other  foods  and  drugs  for  laboratory  examination. 


1  Camphorated  oil 
4  Meat,  canned 

3  Sago 

1  Horseradish  sauce 

2  Custard 

2  Umond  oil 

2  Tincture  of  Iodine 

2  Sulphur  ointment 

3  Semolina 

7  Sauce 

1  Zinc  ointment 

1  Fruit  bottled  in  syrup 

4  Pepper,  white 

3  Fruit,  canned 

1  Cocoa 


1  Shredded  suet 
1  Mincemeat 

1  Brown  loaf 

1  Plain  white  teacake 

1  White  loaf 

2  Olive  oil 

1  British  wine.  Port  style 

1  British  sherry 

2  Sweets 

1  Rice  cake 

2  Barley 

1  C  oc  onu  t  macar  o  on 

1  Chocolate  swiss  roll 
1  Capers 

1  Ice  lollies 


AH  the  above  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst 
to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following. 


Sample 


Action  Taken 


Result  of  Analysis 


1  Sago 

1  Tincture  of 
Iodine 


Consisted  of  tapioca  Vendor  communicated 

with. 

Potassium  Iodine  0*09/6  No  action  taken, 

above  maximum  B.P.  limit 


1  Sulphur 
ointment 


1  Chocolate 
swiss  roll. 


Contained  only  3*7% 
sulphur  and  contained 
yellow  soft  paraffin 
instead  of  white  soft 
paraffin. 

f 

Cake  contained  only 
2.%  dry  fat-free 
cocoa. 


Vendor  interviev/ed 
and  stock  with¬ 
drawn  from  sale. 


Manufacturers 
communicated  with. 


Ice  Cream. 

Much  of  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  district  is  manufactured 
either  in  the  surrounding  districts  or  by  the  nationally  known  firms. 
Routine  sampling  is,  however,  undertaken  and  any  adverse  reports 
on  the  product  would  be  forwarded  to  the  authority  in  whose  area, 
it  is  manufactured. 


The  following  tabulated  results  show  that  generally  the 
product  is  maintaining  a  high  bacteriological  standard.  Grades  1 
and  2  are  regarded  as  satisfactory  and  only  a  continued  appearance 
of  an  ice  cream  in  grades  3  end  4  would  indicate  some  fault  in 
manuf  acture. 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1 953 

Grade  1 

3 

11 

9 

8 

17 

15 

13 

"  2 

12 

4 

7 

10 

4 

5 

5 

"  3 

> 

8 

5 

6 

6 

6 

•  4 

2 

"  4 

11 

4 

1 

5 

1 

Totals 

34 

24 

23 

29 

28 

24 

20 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


In  presenting  this  portion  of  my  report  I  should  like  to 
thank  the  Water  Engineer,  Mr.  F.  D.  Howe,  for  providing  statistics 
and  other  information. 

The  supply  continues  to  be  a  mixture  of  Thirlmere  water 
obtained  from  Manchester  Corporation  and  that  of  our  own  boreholes 
at  Clayton-1  e-Woods,  in  the  average  proportion  of  l&/o  borehole 
and  82/i  Thirlmere.  The  resultant  mixture  produces  a  water  suitable 
for  domestic  and  industrial  use. 

The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  water  consumption 
in  gallons  during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1953* 


Domestic 

Trade 

Total 

For  Year 

175,661,000 

88,113,000 

263,  llk-9  000 

Average  per  Day 

481, 000 

242, 000 

723,000 

Average  Per 
Head  Per  Day 

32 

l6 

48 

Adequacy  In  order  to  improve  the  supply  generally  and  particularly 

to  the  Bent  Lane  district  the  work  of  laying  the  new  18” 
main  from  the  service  reservoirs  into  the  district  wa3  started  and 
was  almost  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Quality  The  Council’s  consultant  analysts,  Messrs,  Melling  and 

Ardem  of  Manchester  reported  the  following  results  from 
bacteriological  samples  taken  during  the  year. 

(a)  Raw  Water 

Number  of  Bacteriological  Examinations  . .  •  ...  3 

Results  , . .  ...  • • •  ...  ...  ...  Satisfactory. 

(b)  Water  going  into  supply. 

Number  of  Bacteriological.  Examinations  . .  7 

Results  ...  6  were  of  a  satisfactory  standard  but 

one  was  not  satisf actory. 
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The  following  is  the  result  of  a  chemical  analysis  taken  on 
the  2nd  October,  1953* 


Parts  Per  100,000 


•  •  « 


•  + 


•  9 


•  o  • 


•  *  • 


•  ©  • 


o  * 


•  • 


•  o  * 


•  * 


*  •  * 


o  «  o 


•  » 


Total  solids  in  solution 
•Total  hardness 
Temporary  hardness 
Permanent  hardness 
Combined  chlorine 
Jtaioniacal  nitrogen  (Free  and  Saline  ammonia) 
Albuminoid  nitrogen  (Albuminoid  ammonia) 
Nitric  nitrogen  (Nitrates)  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4-  hours  ad  2~J  C 
pH  •*«  •••  <>••  • 


•  •  ♦ 


•  t  • 


o  ♦  « 


•  O  ♦ 


•  •  • 


9  9  9 


C  9  • 


•  •  O 


10.8 

6. 0 

4.5 

1.5 
1.0 

.001 
.004 
0.  02 
0.  068 
7.05 


Means  Extensions. 


In  order  to  cater  for  Housing  Estate  Development  the  following 
new  mains  were  laid  (including  the  18M  main  mentioned  previously). 


3,100  yards  18' " 

208  !?  6" 

266  4" 
1,164  "  3" 

4?2  t,  2" 


Supplies  to  Houses. 

There  were  274  houses  newly  connected  during  the  year,  267 
of  these  being  new  houses  built  for  the  Local  Authority  and  7  for 
private  ownership. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  dweUinghouses  connected 
direct  to  the  public  mains  was  4,922  serving  an  estimated  population 
of  15,300.  There  are  no  houses  in  the  district  served  by  means  of 
a  standpipe. 


General „ 

The  water  has  no  liability  to  plumbo- solvency. 

Following  the  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  sample  the  amount 
of  chlorine  dosage  was  doubled  as  a  precautionary  measure.  Examination 
by  the  Council  !s  consultant  did  not  shov/  any  cause  for  the  one 
unsatisfactory  sample.  Further  samples  taken  since  show  the  supply 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Chlorination  at  the  waterworks  at  Clayton  is  by  hand  and  remarks 
have  previously  been  made  as  to  the  advisability  of  the  installation 
of  apparatus  for  the  controlled  chlorination  of  the  supply. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


There  were  no  extensions  of  the  sewers  of  the  outlying 
districts  during  the  year  although  there  is  an  undoubted  need, 
particularly  in  view  of  the  number  of  applications  being  received 
for  the  building  of  private  properties  in  these  unsewered  portions 
of  the  area*  Those  unsewered  parts  of  the  district  which  Y/ould 
be  served  by  sewers  laid  to  a  gravity  fall  should  receive  attention* 

There  was  a  considerable  amount  of  sewerage  work  carried 
out  during  the  year  but  this  was  mainly  to  accommodate  the  new 
housing  estates  being  developed  for  the  Local  Authority  and  the 
Joint  Development  Committee.  •  ■ 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  question  of  the  ultimate 
enlargement  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  to  service  the  increasing 
population  has  received  the  active  attention  of  the  Local  Authority. 
The  appointment  of  the  necessary  technical  staff  has  been 
authorised  and  it  is  understood  that  certain  preliminary  work  has 
been  commenced  on  the  collection  of  data  for  the  extension. 


Closet  Accommodation* 

The  following  comparative  table  shows  the  position  for 
dwellinghous  e  s . 


Type  of  Closet 

1920 

1930 

1940 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Freshwater 

802 

2128 

3506 

4285 

^99 

4445 

4729 

Waste  Water 

11 

11 

11 

10 

9 

7 

7 

pail 

488 

374 

157 

158 

157 

145 

340 

Privy 

o\ 

O 

CO 

291 

209 

66 

66 

65 

65 
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PRIVATE  STREETS  AMD  BACK  PASSAGES. 


Following  negotiations  between  the  original  estate 
developers  and  the  frontagers^  the  making-up  of  the  following 
streets  was  completed  during  the  year* 

Canberra  Road 
Clifton  Avenue 
Crawf  ord  Avenue 

east  of  Canberra  Road) 

Worcester  Avenue  (Roads  and  footpaths) 

Denf ord  Avenue  (part)  (Roads  and  footpaths) 

The  work  of  making-up  the  following  streets  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875  >  was  started  during 
the  year. 


Footpaths ) 

Roads  and  footpaths) 
Roads  and  footpaths 


Hall  Lane 
Sandy  Lane 

Certain  preparatory  work  in  connection  with  the  Moss  Lane 
group  of  streets  north  of  the  Railway  Station  was  also  commenced. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  total  number  of  schools  in  the  district  increased  from 
eight  to  nine  with  the  part  opening  of  the  new  Junior  School  at 
Earnshaw  Bridge  in  August, 


Balshaw!s  Grammar 

Church  Road 

County  Primary 

Earnshaw  Bridge 

County  Junior 

Earnshawr  Bridge 

County  Junior 

Fox  Lane 

Leyland  Secondary  Modern 

Yewlands  Drive 

Methodist 

Turpin  Green  Lane 

St,  Andrew’s  Infants  C,  of  E* 

Fox  Lane 

St,  James f  C.  of  E« 

Moss  Side 

St,  Mary’s  R.C, 

School  Lane, 

Work  on  a  new  County  Secondary  Modem 

School  on  the 

Broadfield  Estate  was  commenced  during  the  year  and  land  Y/as  also 
made  available  on  the  Wade  Hall  Estate  for  a  R,C,  Secondary 
Modern  School, 
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HOUSING. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  houses 
completed  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953* 


Permanent 

Houses 

Flats 

i 

I 

Total 

By  the  L.A. 

125 

Nil 

125 

By  other  L.A*  fs 

142 

Nil 

142 

Other  bodies 
or  persons 

7 

Nil 

7 

Total 

274 

Nil 

[ 

274 

The  125  houses  shown  as  being  completed  by  the  Local 
Authority  includes  34  houses  which  were  built  by  the  Local 
Authority  for  the  housing  of  workers  at  the  new  Ministry 
of  Supply  Tank  Factory  at  Farington* 

The  142  houses  shown  as  being  completed  by  other  local 
authorities  are  those  built  by  the  Leyland  Joint  Development 
Management  Committee  on  which  the  Leyland  Urban  District  Council 
is  represented. 

The  above  table  refers  only  to  houses  actually  completed. 

A  further  considerable  number  were  in  process  of  construction  for 
the  Council  on  the  Broadfield  Estate  as  well  as  for  ” Overspill ” 
population  on  the  Made  Hall  Estate. 

There  were  three  applications  by  private  individuals  for 
improvement  grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949*  Two  of  these 
were  approved  and  one  was  disapproved. 


FACTORIES ,  WORKSHOPS  AND  BAKEHOUSES. 


The  Factories  Acts  are  administered  by  two  separate  bodies  ~ 
Local  Authorities  and  H»M.  Inspectorate.  The  degree  of  control 
exercised  by  the  local  authority  varies  with  the  type  of  factory 
i.  e,  whether  cr  not  there  is  mechanical  power  installed.  A  close 
liaison  is  therefore  maintained  with  H.M*  Inspectors  on  such 
matters. 
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The  following  tables  show  the  adminis trati on  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937*  within  the  district* 


Type  of  Factory 

No®  on 
Register 

- - — - - - , 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

N  on~me  chani  cal 

16 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

Mechanical 

62 

54 

2 

Nil 

Building  sites 

5 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

83 

83 

2 

Nil 

1 

! 

Defects 

Found  Remedied 

Cases  referred 
to  H.M.  by  H.M. 
Insp.  Insp. 

No*  of  cases 
in  u/hich  pros¬ 
ecutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  clean- 
lines  So 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowing 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

I 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

!  Inadequate 
Ventilation 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors* 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conv. 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b )  Uusui  t  able 
or  defective 

(c) Not  separate 
fcr  sexes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

■1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

j 

Nil 
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NEW  TOM  IEYELOIMENT, 


The  plans  formulated  in  previous  years  began  to  tale 
shape  in  the  year  1953*  As  reported  elsewhere  a  total  of 
142  houses  which  were  of  the  prefabricated  f Unity1  type  were 
made  available  and  tenanted  with  families  from  Preston  and 
Wigan,  A  further  5^  houses  of  the  same  type  were  under 
construction,  as  were  also  36  traditional  brick  built  houses. 

Contracts  were  made  for  the  construction  of  further 
roads  and  sewers  and  this  work  was  commenced  towards  the  end 
of  the  year. 

In  December  of  1953  tenders  had  been  invited  and  accepted 
for  the  construction  of  a  further  219  dwellings  but  construction 
of  these  had  not  been  started. 

There  has  been  much  activity  on  the  requisition  of  land, 
both  for  housing  and  central  area  purposes  and  a  site  has  been 
made  available  for  a  new  R,  C.  Secondary  Modern  School. 


NEW  LEGLISLATIONc 


The  Public  Health  (infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  1953* 

These  are  described  on  Pages  19  &  20  of  this  report. 

The  Cream  and  Use  of  Milk  (Revocation)  Order,  1953* 

This  order  had  the  effect  of  removing  -all  restrictions  on 
the  use  of  cream  and  also  removed  the  prohibition  on  the  use  of 
milk  in  the  preparation  of  certain  foods. 

The  Salvaged  Goods  (Revocaiion)  Order,  1953* 

The  effect  of  this  was  to  remove  the  restrictions  on  the 
disposal  of  salvaged  foods  other  than  those  still  subject  to 
rationing  control. 

The  Local  Authority  (Charges  for  Dustbins)  (Revocation)  Order,  1953 • 

This  order  was  revoked  on  the  passing  of  the  Local 
Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953* 
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Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953* 

Certain  provisions  only  of  this  Act  are  applicable  t*  Public 
Health  work*  The  main  provision  ms  the  power  given  to  a  Local 
authority  to  make  a  closing  order  on  a  house  where  it  was 
inexpedient  to  demolish  in  view  of  adjoining  property  following 
action  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

The  other  provision  attempted  to  clarify  the  position 
regarding  the  responsibility  for  providing  a  dustbin  at  a  house 
i.e,  landlord  or  tenant. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1953* 

These  regulations  had  the  effect  of  excluding  from  the 
registration  provisions  persons  who  sell  cream  in  the  sealed 
containers  in  which  it  was  delivered  to  the  premises* 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk , 

(Amendment)  Regulations,  1953* 

These  regulations  require  that  as  from  1st  October,  1954*  it 
shall  be  compulsory  to  use  overlapping  caps  on  containers  of 
pasteurised  milk. 

The  Acute  Rheumatism  Regulations,  1953# 

Require  the  notification  of  acute  rheumatism  in  persons  under 
16  years  of  age  in  certain  parts  of  England  only.  This  district 
is  not  subject  to  these  regulations. 

General. 


There  were,  in  addition,  numerous  Statutory  .Instruments 
affecting  preservatives  in  food  and  food  standards*  A3  these 
are  not  administered  by  the  Leyland  Urban  District  Council 
detailed  reference  has  not  been  made  to  them* 
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PIXEL IC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
74,  TOWNGATE, 


LEYLAND. 


REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953 < 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Council 
of  the  Urban  District  of  Leyland. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Kelley  and  Gentlemen, 


It  is  with  pleasure  that 

I  present  this  portion  of  the  report  on  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department  during  the  year  1953* 

The  routine  work  of  the  Department  is  undoubtedly  increasing. 

With  the  growth  in  population  and  particularly  the  occupying  of 
houses  on  the  Wade  Hall  Estate  from  the  Boroughs  of  Preston  and 
Wigan,  there  is  a.  greater  call  on  basic  environmental  services.  The 
first  of  the  :1  Overspill”  houses  were  occupied  in  July,  1953  and  the 
facilities  available  for  the  removal  of  household  refuse  had  to  be 
reviewed  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  steps  taken  are  outlined 
in  the  body  of  the  report. 

The  disturbing  fesiture  of  the  year  under  review  was  the 
outbreak  of  Pood  Poisoning  in  June  which  affected  not  only  this 
Authority  but  many  other  districts  throughout  the  North  West.  An 
outline  of  this  outbreak  has  been  given  in  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health* s  Report.  In  outbreaks  of  this  nature  the  "field"  investigations, 
routine  enquiries,  collection  of  specimens  for  submission  to  the 
Laboratory  and  many  other  control  measures  arc  carried  out  by 
Sanitary  Inspectors.  With  the  possible  serious  consequences  of 
spread  of  the  infection  all  the  resources  of  the  Department  were 
concentrated  on  its  control.  A  further  development  of  the  major 
outbreak  was  the  notification  to  the  Department  of  other  cases  of 
suspected  Pood  Poisoning  which  continued  throughout  the  year.  Such 
notifications  are  encouraged  but  their  investigation  and  the 
subsequent  Laboratory  examinations  which  have  to  be  arranged  involve 
a.  considerable  amount  of  time. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  -with  the  problem  of  the  housing 
shortage  becoming  less  acute  attention  will  be  turned  to  other 
aspects  of  local  authorities  duties,  many  of  which  require  revision 
in  the  light  of  present  day  standards. 
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Our  legislators  are  now  prying  attention  to  such  matters  as  food 
hygiene  measures,  housing  -  repairs,  improvements  and  clearance,  and 
many  of  these  duties  fall  to  "be  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Health  Department. 

That  there  is  nov;  a  shortage  of  qualif ied  staff  throughout  the 
country  was  fully  confirmed  in  a  G-overnment  report  issued  in  August, 

1953 5  deeding  with  the  Recruitment,  Training  and  Qualification  of 
Sanitary  Inspectors  generally*  The  report  sets  out  a  factual  e.ccount 
of  most  of  the  duties  of  Inspectors  and  males  some  important 
recommendations#  It  is  recommended  that  a.  new  examining  body  be 
formed  for  the  statutory  quad i f i c at i on  and  that  the  designation  of 
Sanitary  Inspector  be  changed  to  Public  Health  Inspector.  Although 
service  conditions  were  outside  the  terms  of  reference  of  the 
Working  Party  their  report  says  -  ”¥e  hare  not  felt  called  upon 
to  make  a.  study  of  the  salary  scales  in  comparable  employments,  and 
we  can  only  record  our  belief  that  this  is  a  factor  in  the  decline 
of  recruitment  and  one  that  merits  attention  by  the  appropriate  bodies”. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  basis  of  good  health  is  clean  air, 
sale  food  and  good  housing  and  with  this  principle  in  mind  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Department  to  pursue  with  vigour  the  attainment  of 
satisfactory  standards# 


SANITARY  INSPECT  ORS 1  VISITS. 


The  figures  “below  tabulate  those  everyday  visits  some  of  which 
are  to  investiga.te  complaints  and  others  to  make  the  routine  visits 
of  inspection  necessary  for  ensuring  a  proper  compliance  with  public 
health  lav/  and  practice. 

These  visits  initiate  many  improvements  without  the  necessity 
to  report  to  the  Council  for  formal  or  statutory  action. 


Inspections  to  Dwelling-houses  265 
Verminous  Premises  31 
Infectious  Disease  413 
Dairies  T  Milk  Shops  etc.  35 
Pood  and  Pood  premises  26l 
Pactories  and  Workshops  2 6 
Milk  Sampling  85 
Ice  Cream  Premises  3& 
Licensed  Premises  6 
Smoke  Observations  26 
Caravans  38 
Shops  219 
Drain  Inspections  221 
Drain  Testing  116 
Rodent  Control  86 
Hawkers  30 
Other  visits  418 


2314 
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HOUSING-. 


General. 


As  mentioned  in  the  report  for  1952  a  serious  handicap  to  the 
improvement  of  existing  houses  has  been  the  many  defects  in  the 
Housing  Acts  which  have  been  brought  about  by  increasing  costs  of 
repairs.  In  November  of  this  year,  however,  the  Government  introduced 
a  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Bill*  This  Bill  allows  for  an  increase  in 
the  standard  rent  for  controlled  houses.  By  an  ingenious  formula 
based  on  the  gross  annual  value  of  the  house  and  the  rateable  value 
the  amount  by  which  the  rent  may  be  increased  is  controlled.  It  is 
also  proposed  in  the  Bill  that  no  house  which  has  not  been  maintained 
by  the  landlord  in  a  good  state  of  repair  will  qualify  for  an  increase 
in  rent.  In  December  the  Bill  received  its  second  reading. 

With  the  completion  of  a  further  274*  new  houses  in  the  district 
during  the  year  the  total  number  completed  since  1920  is  2,785>  which 
is  57^  of  the  total  existing  number  of  houses. 

An  important  addition  to  the  housing  legislation  was  the  passing 
of  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) Act,  1953?  which 
allows  a  closing  order  to  be  made  on  an  unfit  house  where  it  is 
impracticable  to  demolish  in  view  of  the  adjoining  property.  One 
house  in  Leyland  was  dealt  with  under  this  new  provision  within  a  few 
weeks  of  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

Repairs. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  ask  for  authority  to  serve 
statutory  notices  in  respect  of  house  repairs  during  the  year,  but 
as  the  following  table  indicates  a  considerable  amount  of  work  was 
carried  out  as  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the  Department. 

A  total  of  102  houses  were  inspected  for  ordinary  housing 
defects,  other  than  drainage,  during  the  year.  A  summary  of  the 
recorded  defects  which  were  remedied  is  given  below. 


Defective  eaves  gutters  18 
Defective  roofs  20 
Defective  flashings  to  chimney  stack  4- 
Rising  dampness  8 
Defective  stairs  1 
Broken  sash  cords  to  windows  12 
Bulging  and  open- jointed  walls  8 
Penetrating  dampness  7 
Perished  wallplaster  18 
Defective  water  closets  20 
Defective  downspouts.  16 
Defective  woodwork  to  window  frames  4- 
Defective  doors  3 
Defective  fireplaces  and  flues  12 
Dilapidated  pails  to  pail  closets  4 
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A  total  of  5  houses  were  "condemned!1  during  the  year.  In  two 
cases  demolition  orders  were  made;  in  respect  of  one  house  a 
closing  order  was  made  and  in  respect  of  a  further  house  an  under' taking 
not  to  use  the  house  for  human  ha.bita.tion  was.  accepted  by  the  Council. 
In  the  fifth  case,  although  statutory  proceedings  had  been  commenced 
these  ceased  on  the  property  becoming  vested  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
on  the  decease  of  the  owner  but  demolition  was  eventually  carried  out 
by  agreement. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  the  houses  concerned. 


Action 


29,  Towngate 


57?  Moss  Lane 
158,  Towngale 


Purgatory  Farm, 
Rhoden  Road. 


Disposal 


Date 


Undertaking  not  to  use  the 
house  for  human,  habit  el  ion 
accepted. 

Demolition  Order. 

Closing  Order  made  but 
permission  granted  to  use 
as  store  in  connection 
with  adjoining  market. 

Undertaking  to  make  fit 
accepted.  After  further 
consider at ion  the  owner 
decided  to  abandon  his 
proposals  and  a  Demolition 
Order  was  made. 


21st  January,  1953* 


1st  May,  1953- 
26th  November,  1953- 


October,  1953- 


2,  Hugh  Lane 


Demolition, 
(informal  ant  ion) 


September,  1953 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 


A  fully  trained  rodent  operative  is  employed  and  operates  with 
approved  methods  of  control  as  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries* 

All  dwellinghouse  are  treated  free  of  charge  as  is  all 
inspection  survey  work*  The  cost  of  treating  premises  other  than 
dwellinghouse  s  is  recovered  on  a  Mtime  and  material”  basis*  In 
the  case  of  infestations  on  agricultural  land  the  owners  are 
encouraged  to  take  out  a  contract  with  the  County  Pests  Service  which 
is  operated  by  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee* 

The  following  statistical  table  gives  a  summary  of  the 
year‘s  work* 


Total  number 
of  properties 

Type  of  Property. 

Local 

Authority 

Dwell¬ 

ing 

House 

Agric¬ 

ultural 

All  other 
(incl* 
Business 
Premises) 

Total 

34 

4805 

56 

469 

5384 

Number  of  prop¬ 
erties  inspected _ 

12 

128 

44 

6o 

244 

Number  of 

Infested 

Properties 

Rats 

5 

36 

17 

. 9  . 

67  .  . 

Mice 

Nil 

47 

Nil 

7 

54 

Number  of 

Treatments  by 

Local  Authority 

5 

86 

Nil 

11 

102 

No  statutory  notices  were  served  during  the  year  as  all 
treatments  necessary  were  agreed  with  the  owners  concerned* 

The  routine  test  baiting  of  the  sewerage  system  was  carried 
out  during  the  year  and  treatments  were  given  where  found  to  be 
necessary*  I  am  quite  confident  that  the  continual  attention  to 
the  sewers  of  the  district  has  resulted  in  the  almost  complete 
elimination  of  rats  from  the  system.  As  a  public  health  safeguard 
this  state  of  affairs  is  most  desirable*  particular  attention  will 
continue  to  be  paid  to  this  aspect  of  rodent  control  so  as  to  prevent 
any  infestations  in  the  new  lengths  of  sewers  which  are  being  laid 
as  a  result  of  the  development  of  new  housing  estates. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


Those  outlying  parts  of  the  district  which.  were  not  served 
by  severs  continued  to  receive  considerable  attention.  In  order 
to  bring  about  an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  ditches  and  water 
courses  the  Council  approved  proposals  to  encourage  owners  of  septic 
tank  installations  to  connect  to  the  main  sever  wherever  possible 
by  the  payment  of  a  grant  of  £7-  10.  0.  per  house,  towards  the  cost 
of  the  work.  By  the  end  of  the  year  a  total  of  28  houses  had  been 
connected  to  the  sever  as  a.  result  of  this  scheme. 


In  order  to  prevent  further  pollution  of  existing  water  courses 
the  attention  of  the  Council  was  drawn  to  the  undesirable  practice 
of  approving  plans  for  new  houses  shoving  septic  tank  effluents 
discharging  to  ditches.  Recommendations  were  made  that  plans  for 
such  houses,  sited  in  districts  which  were  not  served  by  severs, 
should  be  rejected  unless  the  owner  was  prepared  to  treat  the 
effluent  to  a.  better  standard  than  was  at  that  time  being  allowed 
by  the  Council.  The  proposal  was  accepted  in  principle  and  discussions 
on  the  steps  to  be  taken  were  in  progress  with  the  Lancashire  Rivers 
Board  and  the  Council  fs  Surveyor  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

A  total  of  7  Pall  Closets  were  abolished  during  the  year  which 
included  two  belonging  to  houses  which  were  condemned.  One  tippler 
or  waste  water  closet  was  also  converted  to  the  fresh  water  type. 

As  may  be  expected  in  a,  district  which  has  rapidly  expanded 
during  the  last  thirty  years,  certain  of  the  main  sewers  are 
considerably  surcharged  to  a  much  higher  degree  than  is  desirable. 
Consequently  storm  water  overflows  have  a  tendency  to  come  into 
operation  much  sooner  than  they  should. 

The  Department  continued  to  provide  a  service  for  the  freeing 
of  choked  drains  and  sewers. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Routine  enquiries  where  appropriate  were  carried  out  into  all 
notified  cases  of  food  poisoning  and  infectious  disease.  Where 
necessary  admission  to  hospital  was  arranged.  Disinfection  was 
also  carried  out  in  the  following  houses  where  coses  occurred. 

Scarlet  Fever  25 

Tuberculosis  5 

Poliomyelitis  1 

In  cases  nursed  at  home  suitable  disinfectant  was  made 
available  free  of  charge  and  advice  given  on  isolation.  The  small 
10  oz  tins  of  strong  disinfectant  for  household  use  continued  to 
be  available  on  request. 
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SHOPS. 


Routine  inspections  were  made  throughout  the  year  on  the 
relevant  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  not  only  in  regard 
to  those  provisions  which  are  the  responsibility  of  this  Authority 
but  also  those  provisions  of  the  Act  delegated  from  the  County 
Council  to  this  Authority. 

A  total  of  219  inspections  were  made  as  against  371  the 
previous  year. 


POOD 


Complaints  by  the  general  public  on  alleged  unsatisf actory 
articles  of  food  which  have  been  purchased  receive  very  careful 
attention  and  complaints  are  thoroughly  investigated. 

In  two  cases,  one  involving  the  condition  of  a  milk  bottle 
and  another  involving  a  loaf  of  bread,  the  complaints  were 
justified  and  were  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee.  To  the 
dairy  and  bakehouse  respectively,  neither  of  which  were  situated 
within  the  district,  very  strong  warnings  were  sent  that  the. 
question  of  legal  proceedings  would  be  actively  considered  should 
there  be  a  similar  occurrence. 

Not  all  complaints,  however  genuinely  made,  are  completely 
justified.  The  following  two  instances  are  indicative  of  the  care 
which  is  necessary  before  accepting  a  statement  of  the  condition 
of  food  from  a  householder. 

In  May  of  this  year  an  object  which  was  found  embedded  in  the 
meat  of  a.  meat  pie  was  sent  to  the  office  with  the  suggestion  that 
this  was  the  foot  of  a  mouse.  A  full  investigation  was,  of  course, 
carried  out,  both  at  the  bakehouse  and  the  premises  of  the  butcher 
who  had  delivered  minced  meat  to  the  bakery.  The  object  certainly 
appeared  to  be  the  foot  of  some  small  animal  and  I  decided  to  ask 
the  opinion  of  the  Department  of  Zoology  at  the  University  of 
Liverpool.  They  would  not  certify  it  to  be  the  foot  of  a  mouse 
but  were  ’’inclined  to  agree  that  it  could  be  so”.  In  view  of  the 
seriousness  of  this  and  the  undoubted  probability  that  proceedings 
wrould  have  to  be  taken  against  the  persons  responsible  I  decided 
to  obtain  a  more  definite  opinion  and  submitted  the  specimen  to 
the  North-We stern  Forensic  Science  Laboratory,  Preston.  After 
examination  by  their  Chief  Biologist,  it  was  certified  that  the 
object  was  not  the  foot  of  any  animal  at  all  but  wan  in  fact  part 
of  the  cheek  tissue  of  a  cud  chewing  animal,  probably  a  cow.  In  view 
of  this  certificate  no  further  proceedings  were  taken. 

The  second  instance  in  October  of  the  yeax  concerned.,  a  piece 
of  glass  which  was  alleged  to  have  been  delivered  in  a  loaf  of  bread. 
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An  examination  was  made  at  the  house  to  which  the  bread  had  been 
delivered  and  it  was  noticed  that  a  glass  butter  dish  had  some 
portion  of  the  glass  rim  missing  although  the  householder  had.  not 
noticed  this*  The  fragment  of  glass  alleged  to  have  been  delivered 
in  the  loaf  appeared  to  fit  port  of  the  missing  portion  from  the 
butter  dish*  In  order  to  clarify  the  position  the  dish  and  the 
piece  of  glass  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  a  comparative 
refractive  index  and  density  test*  Both  the  butter  dish  and  the 
glass  fragment  had  a.  refractive  index  of  1*5220  and  a.  density  of 
2,51  and  the  Analyst  also  stated  that  the  fragment  fitted  perfectly 
at  one  point  of  the  butter  dish*  In  view  of  the  above  it  was 
reasonable  to  assume  that  although  the  complaint  had  been  made  in 
good  faith  there  had  been  a  fault  in  the  butter  dish  and  therefore 
there  was  no  justifiable  complaint  against  the  bakery* 


The  following  are  the  details  of  food  which  was  inspected, 


found  unfit  for 

human 

consumption 

and  duly  surrendered 

by  the  owners 

Ham 

(Tinned) 

1 55  lbs. 

(11  tins) 

Meal 

!! 

80  3bs. 

(4  tins) 

Meat 

(Fresh) 

34  Cuts* 

Bacon 

St 

23  IbSo 

Pish 

t! 

3  Stone 

Pish 

(Tinned) 

2  lbs* 

(3  tins) 

Pruit 

Sf 

144  lbs. 

(93  tins) 

Vegetables 

s? 

10  lbs* 

(13  tins) 

Evaporated 

Milk 

6  tins 

Butter 

18  lbs. 

Oatmeal 

28  lbs. 

Cheese 

14  lbs* 

The  number  of  hawkers  and  their  premises  registered  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  14  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  (General 
Bowers)  Act,  1951*  is  given  below* 

Registered  Hawkers  25 

Registered  Premises  8 

The  following  milk  licences  (including  supplementary)  were 
issued  during  the  year  ‘under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations,  1949* 

Tuberculin  Tested  10 

Pasteurised  11 

Sterilised  11 

There  was-  no  refusal  to  grant  or  revocation  of  a  licence 
during  the  year. 
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The  number  of  registered  milk  distributors  in  the  district 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows* 


Own  dairies  in  the  district  3 
Dairy  farmers  in  the  district  2 
Dairies  outside  the  district  12 
Milk  shops  in  the  district  7 


There  were,  in  addition  to  the  above,  a  total  of  12  producer 
retailers  operating  in  the  district  who  are  not  required  to  be 
registered  with  the  Local  Authority*  This  number  is  not  official 
but  is  based  on  observations  and  used  for  sampling  purposes  etc. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  ice  cream  premises  registered. 

Manufacture  and  sale  4 

Sale  only  58 


PIG  KEEPING. 


Some  serious  complaints  wore  made  during  the  year  on  the  keeping 
of  pigs  at  a  certain  establishment.  In  view  of  allegations  which 
were  made  into  my  integrity  in  dealing  with  this  question  a  full  report 
was  made  to  the  Council  on  this  matter  and  my  auctions  were  endorsed  by 
the  Council. 

As  in  many  other  fields  of  practice  public  health  legislation 
on  pig  keeping  is  mainly  an  instrument  for  enabling  a  local  authority 
to  require  existing  establishments  to  conform  to  existing  bye-laws 
and  to  be  so  maintained  as  ro  secure  the  abatement  of  statutory 
nuisances*  In  many  instances  the  full  application  of  the  bye-laws 
has  the  effect  of  keeping  the  piggeries  in  being  although  with  the 
building  of  new  property  within  a  short  distance  the  better  solution 
from  the  amenity  point  of  view  would  be  to  remove  the  pigs  altogether. 
As,  however,  it  has  been  held  by  the  Courts  that  a  local  authority 
cannot  completely  prohibit  the  keeping  of  swine  in  its  district  the 
powers  of  persuasion  in  such  instances  can  often  achieve  far  more  than 
enforcement  of  existing  provisions*  There  appears  to  be  an  impression 
that  when  a  person  does  not  want  an  established  piggery  near  his 
house  any  more,  it  is  only  necessary  for  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
visit  the  premises,  inform  the  owner  that  he  must  stop  keeping  pigs 
and  that  this  must  be  complied  with®  However  desirable  such  a.  power 
may  be  it  has  not  been  granted,  either  to  an  individual  or  to  a  local 
authority.  A  private  person  may,  however,  try  to  obtain  a  private 
injunction  through  the  Courts,  but  this  is  a  method  with  which  the 
local  authority  is  not  concerned* 

The  keeping  of  pigs  at  the  establishment  referred  to  above 
finally  ceased  on  a  decision  of  the  owner* 
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A  further  case  involving  unsatisfactory  conditions  was  reported 
on  "by  myself  to  the  Council,  without  there  being  any  complaints  from 
private  individuals,  as  being  a  direct  contravention  of  existing 
bye-laws. 

The  owner  of  the  piggery  agreed  to  purchase  accommodation 
elsewhere  and  the  Council  decided  to  withhold  any  statutory  action 
in  view  of  such  a  development. 

In  a  district  such  an  this,  parts  of  which  are  completely 
changing  from  rural  to  urban  in  character,  owing  to  rapid  and  extensive 
house  building,  there  is  no  doubt  that  other  situations  may  arise  which 
will  involve  the  use  of  much  tact  and  patience  to  resolve  satisf actorily 
the  problems  creeled  and  at  the  same  time  prevent  the  charge  being  made 
either  that  the  local  authority  is  anting  in  excess  of  its  statutory 
powers  or  that  it  is  not  exercising  them  sufficiently. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING- 


The  collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse  from  the 
district  received  considerable  attention  in  view  of  the  rapidly 
increasing  number  of  occupied  houses*  A  weekly  service  was 
maintained  throughout  the  district* 

Operating  costs ,  both  in  transport  and  labour,  rose  considerably 
during  the  year.  Whilst  such  increased  costs  are  outside  the 
control  of  the  Department,  continued  attention  is  paid  to  inproving 
efficiency  wherever  possible. 

The  following  table  has  been  prepared  to  give  an  indication 
of  the  cost  of  the  cleansing  service  expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the 
overall  rate  demand  and  a  comparison  is  made  on  this  basis  with  the 
year  1938/39.  It  does  indicate  that  the  rising  cost  of  the  cleansing 
service  is  not  out  of  proportion  to  the  increase  in  costs  which  have 
generally  taken  place  since  1939* 


1938/39 

1950/51 

1951/52 

1952/53  ! 

1 

Population 

12,68o 

14,630 

14,780 

j 

\ 

14,920  1 
r  11 

Number  of  houses 

4,092 

4,522 

4,657 

) 

4,925  1 

.  .  j 

Tonnage  removed 
(estimated) 

80  Tons 
per  week 

90  Tons 
per  week 

90  Tons 
per  week 

j 

! 

95  Tons 
per  week  j 

Net  cost 

£2, 867 

£5, 819 

£4*624 

£6,973 

Amount  of 
general  rate 

13/- 

18/91 

20/- 

! 

i 

2i/6i  ; 

j 

J 

Rateable  value 

£71, 063 

£89,757 

£92, 204 

£94, 701  | 

Sum  represented 
by  Id  rate 

£250 

£355 

£361 

! 

| 

£365  j 

j* 

■ 

Net  cost  of  services 
expressed  as  a  per¬ 
centage  of  annual 
rate  yield. 

-■  -  —  ,  — - .. - .... „ .  ,..j 

7»kfo 

7.3$ 

5.3$ 

j 

! 

! 

7.4$ 

i 

The  net  cost  shorn  excludes  the  cost  of  the  Municipal  Bin 
Scheme  but  includes  that  of  kitchen  waste  collection  for  the 


three  years  1950/51  to  1952/53* 


The  net  figure  for  1951/52  "was  exceptionally  low  OY/ing  to 
the  exceedingly  high  prices  which  were  then  being  obtained  for 
salvaged  materials. 

Storage  of  Household  Refuse. 


The  Municipal  Owned  Dustbin  scheme  is  operating  satisf actorily 
and  the  2tj  cubic  feet  bin  to  the  British  Standard  Specification 
No.  792  :  1947 y  continued  to  be  supplied. 

As  more  of  the  old  bins  are  replaced  by  our  standard  bin, 
a  reduction  in  the  cost  of  the  scheme  has  begun  to  show  as  compared 
with  previous  years,  provided  the  cost  of  each  bin  unit  does  not 
rise  unduly,  the  overall  cost  should  settle  down  at  an  average  of 
about  a  Id  rate.  A  summary  of  the  cost  of  the  scheme  since  its 
inception  at  the  beginning  of  the  financial  year  1949/50,  is  given 
below. 


Year 

Cost  expressed  in  terms  of 

Id  rate 

1949/50 

1*  6  pence. 

1950/51 

1.4  " 

1951/52 

1.7  " 

1952/53 

1.8  " 

1953/54 

1.1  " 

Collection. 

The  vehicles'  employed  on  the  work  of  collection  were 

1  -  8/l6  cubic  yard  rear  loader  Lewin  Compressing  Refuse 

Collector  on  a.  5  Ion  Austin  chassis.  (Nov.  1947) • 

1  ~  10  cubic  yard  side  loader  Fords  on.  (January,  1949)* 

1  -  10  cubic  yard  side  loader  Dennis.  (April,  1952). 

Y/ith  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  which  were 
completed  during  the  year  plans  were  nude  for  a  re-organisation 
of  the  cleansing  service.  In  September  the  attention  of  the  Council 
was  drawn  to  the  adequacy  of  the  three  vehicles  employed  on  the 
collection  of  refuse  and  salvage  from  houses  and  shops.  In  1942 
there  we  re  the  same  number  of  vehicles  cn  such  work  but  since  that 
dale  700  extra  houses  had  been  completed  and  the  individual  kitchen 
waste  container  system  to  private  houses  had  been  introduced. 

The  rale  of  new  building  was  fast  increasing  and  this  was 
likely  to  be  maintained  for  some  time.  It  was  evident  that  in  order 
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to  maintain  the  standard  of  the  service  a  further  vehicle  be 
obtained  for  the  collection  of  household  refuse.  After  considering 
the  many  types  of  vehicles  available  it  was  decided  to  order  a 
16/18  cubic  yard  rear  loader  fore  and  aft  tipper  from  the  firm  of 
Shelvoke  &  Dr ewry  Ltd,  as  being  a  vehicle  which  was  best  suited  to 
our  requirements.  Delivery  was  promised  for  February,  1954. 

Disposal. 

The  problem  of  obtaining  suitable  tipping  space  remains. 

At  Lisieux  Hail,  Yiattle-le-Yfoods,  -where  we  had  been  tipping  for 
several  years,  operations  ceased  during  the  year  and  a  fresh  site 
was  eventually  found  at  Lydiate  Lane,  Cuerden. 

Agricultural  land  to  the  west  at  Ulnes  Walton  continued  to 
provide  our  second  site  for  disposal.  Access  to  this  is  becoming 
more  difficult  as  the  tip  extends. 

As  mentioned  the  previous  year  a  long-term  site  is  undoubtedly 
necessary  and  the  question  of  purchase  of  low  lying  land  for 
subsequent  tipping  operations  may  have  to  be  resorted  to. 

Salvage. 

The  salva-ge  of  materials  wherever  there  was  a  market  for 
disposal  continued  during  the  year.  Brices  became  much  more 
stabilised,  although  on  a  lower  level  than  previously  and  with  the 
rising  demand  from  industry,  particularly  for  cardboard,  the 
restrictive  quota  on  the  delivery  of  waste  paper  to  the  mills  "was 
removed  in  December  of  this  year. 


The  following  tables  show  the  weight  and  value  respectively 
of  all  the  different  items  recovered  during  the  year,  an  compared 
with  1952. 


-  46  ~ 

Comparative  Table  -  Weight  of  Salvage  Collected  and  Sold 


1933 

j 

j 

 I 

1952 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs, 

IBs. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

Paper 

293 

14 

1 

0 

222 

8 

3 

0 

Kitchen  Waste 

370 

2 

1 

0 

357 

19 

1 

0 

Rags 

4 

14 

0 

18 

5 

16 

0 

0 

Sacking 

1 

0 

1 

26 

1 

3 

1 

0 

Carpets 

2 

4 

2 

12 

3 

0 

1 

0 

Yfoollens 

5 

3 

15 

9 

1 

0 

String 

10 

2 

26 

14 

2 

0 

Bones 

- 

- 

- 

3 

0 

Brass 

1 

3 

22 

3 

16 

Lead 

1 

2 

12 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Copper 

3 

2 

26 

3 

1 

23 

pewter 

8 

- 

~ 

- 

Aluminium 

6 

1 

18 

3 

2 

16 

Cast  Iron 

— 

- 

- 

9 

13 

2 

0 

Tins 

16 

6 

0 

0 

30 

11 

3 

0 

Miscellaneous 

16 

1 

24  1 

1 

0 

3 

14 

L - - - -  -  -  -  - 

690# 

8. 

2* 

11.  1 

i 

i 

1 - 

Vm 

« 

6. 

0. 

13. 

- r 

Comparative  Table  -  Value  of  Salvage  Soldo 


1953 

1 

1 

1952 

s. 

D. 

£. 

s. 

D. 

Paper 

2070 

3 

1 

2412 

2 

6 

Kitchen  Waste 

1427 

15 

9 

1146 

16 

10 

Rags 

112 

11 

0 

115 

11 

0 

Sacking 

13 

17 

2 

12 

6 

3 

Carpets 

13 

7 

7 

14 

1 

3 

Woollens 

34 

7 

0 

44 

3 

0 

String 

3 

19 

5 

5 

3 

6 

Bones 

- 

K 

3 

Brass 

8 

5 

2 

4 

3 

8 

Lead 

6 

7 

4 

— 

- 

Copper 

26 

7 

10 

28 

9 

9 

Pewter 

2 

0 

0 

— 

- 

- 

Aluminium 

22 

7 

11 

15 

6 

9 

Cast  Iron 

•— * 

m-4 

56 

10 

10 

Tins 

40 

14 

10 

76 

9 

2 

Miscellaneous 

5 

2 

10 

4 

13 

8 

' — — — - - - — 

3787. 

6. 

11. 

3936. 

2. 

5. 
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A  useful  way  of  assessing  the  efficiency  of  the  kitchen 
waste  and  waste  paper  salvage  services  is  to  reduce  the  annual 
figures  to  the  average  weight  collected  for  each  1,000  of 
population  per  month. 

The  f  oil  owing  table  has  therefore  been  prepared  and  very 
few  authorities  can  show  such  consistently  high  figures. 


Yield  Table  -  Comparative  Figures, 


Weight  Per  1,  000  Population  Per  Month 

Waste  Paper 

Kitchen  Waste 

1946 

Cwts 

Cwts 

19o6 

31.4 

1947 

19*2 

30*  2 

1948 

24.5 

38.1 

1949 

30,9 

38.5 

1950 

23b  0 

37.6 

1951 

25.6 

41.8 

1952 

25.1 

40.3  • 

1 953 

32. 8 

41.4 

Waste  Paper, 

—  I  ■■  . . IlgHpillTHI  ■ 

♦  >  •  , 

The  weight  of  waste  paper  collected  increased  by  70  tons, 
although  there  was  a.  further  fall  in  the  income  received  of 
approximately  £350.  The  price  has  finally  settled  at  the  figure 
of  £6,  10,  0,  per  ton  for  mixed  waste  paper,  which  compares 
with  £16,  0,  0,  for  the  same  material,  which  was  being  obtained 
a  year  previously.  Guarantees  have,  however,  been  given  that 
this  figure  of  £6,  lo.  0,  is  the  minimum. 


-  48  - 


The  following  table  shows  the  slight  variation  in  prices 
which  occurred  during  the  year. 


Mixed  Waste 
Per  Ton 

Newspapers 

Per  Ton 

1953 

S .  D 

£.  S.  D. 

1st  January  to 

23rd  March. 

O 

o 

• 

o 

H 

• 

r- 

H 

O 

. 

O 

» 

o 

• 

23rd  March  to 

1st  December 

o.  10*  0* 

• 

o 

• 

o 

. 

o 

i — l 

1st  December  to 
31st  December 

* 

o 

0 

o 

H 

• 

YD 

9.  10.  0. 

Kitchen  Waste. 


The  yield  of  kitchen  waste  continued  at  the  high  level 
of  41.4  Cwts  per  1,000  of  population  per  month. 

Due  to  a.  change  in  Government  policy  when  control  on 
animal  feeding- stuffs  was  removed  as  from  the  1st  August,  1953 , 
the  demand  for  kitchen  waste  fluctuated  in  many  parts  of  the 
country.  The  previously  controlled  price  for  this  product  had 
been  increased  from  £3*  10.  0.  to  £3.  17*  6&  per  ton  on  the 
1st  May,  1953,  which  was  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  cost  of 
collection.  The  Preston  Corporation,  who  receive  this  material 
for  processing,  were  asked  to  give  an  assurance  that  all 
supplies  from  Leyland  would  be  accepted,  on  the  understanding 
that  the  price,  being  decontrolled,  may  have  to  be  varied  from 
time  to  tine.  In  vi ew  of  the  uncertain  state  of  the  market, 
however,  the  Preston  Corporation  would  not  enter  into  a  formal 
contract  but  gave  an  assurance  that  they  would  continue  to  pay 
the  old  controlled  price  i.e,  £3*  17#  6d  per  ton,  provided  they 
could  dispose  of  the  material.  A  very  close  liaison  with  other 
authorities  in  the  North  West  was  maintained  and  it  was  agreed 
to  maintain  prices  at  that  level  which  was  just  about  sufficient 
to  pay  for  the  cost  of  collection  and  processing.  Local  authorities 
such  as  ours  were,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  compelled  to  collect 
this  material  although  the  demand  may  have  at  any  time  fluctuated 
or  even  disappeared.  The  Minister  did,  however,  give  assurances 
that  any  local  authority  in  this  position  could  apply  for  the 
removal  of  controls. 
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After  fully  considering  all  the  implications  of  the  scheme 
the  Council  decided  that  provided  a  market  could  he  found  at  a 
reasonable  price  the  collection  of  kitchen  waste  should  continue. 

In  view  of  the  acknowledged  value  of  this  material  as  an  animal 
f eeding- stuff ,  I  feel  this  decision  was  a  wise  one,  particularly 
when  viewed  on  the  broader  basis  of  national  economy*  In  my  opinion 
to  revert  to  the  pre-war  practice  of  depositing  edible  food  in  the 
household  dustbin  would  be  a  retrograde  stela. 

Miscellaneous, 

The  income  from  textiles,  metals  etc,  ,  amounted  to  £289#  The 
prices  for  these  materials  fell  steadily  throughout  the  year. 

Comparative  Table  -  G-ross  Income  from  Salvage 


f 

Tons, 

Cwts. 

Qrs, 

lbs. 

£# 

s. 

D. 

1940 

253 

1 

2 

0 

429 

0 

0 

1941 

258 

5 

0 

20 

770 

17 

6 

1942 

699 

12 

2 

20 

2180 

16 

5 

1943 

762 

a 

2 

0 

2270 

17 

9 

1944 

600 

2 

2 

0 

1855 

0 

1 

1945 

508 

4 

2 

3 

1557 

18 

10 

1946 

454 

11 

2 

13 

1545 

4 

6 

1947 

434 

16 

3 

0 

1694 

6 

5 

1948 

553 

15 

2 

16 

2331 

19 

0 

1949 

6l6 

15 

3 

23 

2836 

10 

8 

1950 

548 

13 

1 

24 

2243 

9 

6 

1951 

628 

10 

0 

19 

4771 

19 

0 

1952 

633 

6 

0 

13 

3936 

2 

5 

1953 

690 

8 

2 

11 

J 

3787 

6 

11 

Total 

7642. 

19. 

0. 

! 

22. 

L 

32,211. 

9. 

0o 

..7  ...  . . . . . . . 

The  chart  which  is  produced  on  Page  50  indicates  clear ly 
that  whilst  the  total  weight  of  salvage  of  all  kinds  recovered 
each  year  has  remained  fairly  constant  there  have  been  wide 
fluctuations  in  the  prices  obtained* 


Monetary  Value  in  £'s 
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LETHAL  CHAMBER  FOR  DQffiSTIC  MIMALS. 

This  service  wt lich  ms  started  tov/ards  the  end  of  1951? 
operated  throughout  the  year.  The  R. S.P. C*A*  approved  methods 
are  used  and  as  previously  arranged ,  materials  are  supplied  hy 
the  Society. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  animals  destroyed  during 
the  year. 


Authority  for 
Destruction 

Dogs 

Cals 

Kittens 

Owner 

126 

67 

27 

Police 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

R.  S.  P.  C.A. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

126 

67 

27 

The  charge  for  both  dogs  and  cats  is  l/-  per  animal.  As  the 
apparatus  is  the  property  of  the  R.S.P*G.A.  and  in  euccordance 
with  previous  arrangements ,  one  half  the  receipts  are  forwarded  to 
the  Society. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951* 


One  person  applied  for  a  licence  under  Section  1  of  the  above 
Act  to  keep  a  lock-up  shop  for  the  sale  of  birds  and  cold  -water  fish. 
This  was  granted  for  a  period  of  thirteen  months,  expiring  on  the 
31st  December,  1954?  and  subject  to  the  list  of  conditions  previously 
approved  by  the  Council.  This  list  of  conditions  was  prepared  after 
consultation  with  the  R.  S.P.  C.A.  who  had  been  campaigning  a  long 
time  for  such  an  Act  to  be  placed  on  the  Statute  Book. 
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PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS. 


1. 


A  total  of  35  Licences  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit 
and.  one  for  calcium  carbide  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Two  of  the  previously  existing  licences  were  not  renewed 
as  they  were  to  be  used  solely  for  the  storage  of  diesel  oil. 

The  three  new  licences  granted  were  for  one  1,000  gallon 
and  one  500  gallon  underground  installation  and  one  petroleum 
spirit  store  for  a  quantity  not  exceeding  500  gallons  which  ms 
erected  for  use  on  one  of  the  building  sites. 

The  installations  were  required  to  conform  to  the  structural 
conditions  which  the  Council  had  adopted  as  their  standard  the 
previous  year  and  which  are  being  made  applicable  to  all  new 
applications  for  licences. 


CONCLUSION 


The  year  has  been  a  most  active  one  for  the  officers  of  your 
Public  Health  Department  and  there  is  every  indication  that  this 
pressure  will  continue  in  the  future.  The  support  which  has  been 
given  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
and  of  the  Council  is  much  appreciated. 

Relations  with  other  officers  of  the  local  authority  are 
cordial  and  when  co-operation  ha.s  been  necessary  this  has  been 
readily  forthcoming. 

I  particularly''  appreciate  the  work  which  Mr*  P.  R.  Smith  and 
Miss.  D.  Douglas  have  carried  out  within  the  Department. 


ooOoo- 


I  am,  Sir,  Mrs.  Kelley  and  Gentlemen, 


four  obedient  Servant, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


